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practical efficiency, but if supplemented- by great scientific teaohing
institutions, as advocated by Dr. Broadbent, it would speedily sur-
pass them all.-I remain, sir, your obedient servant,

WALTER DICKSON, M.D., Ex-President of the Metropolitan
Counties Branch.

Fairfield, 32, -Belvedere Road, Upper Norwood.

CERTIFICATES IN PSYCHOLOGICAL MEDICINE.
SIR,-With reference to you'r leading article on this subject inAthe

JOURNAL of March 13th, all medical superintendents must congratulate
the Association on the wise and proper step proposed in granting certifi-
cates. But, sir, Ithink.that all medicalsuperintendentsshouldbe entitled
to receive such a certificate, or the position of old and respected men will
be made insecure, and especially at a distance from England, by, the
possible arrival of a gentleman possessing the certificate of the Medico-
Psychological Association, and informing the responsible authorities
that the, gentlemian in office has not proper certificates.

Surely, sir, a medical superintendent of five years' experience should
be entitled to recognition at the hands of the Association. I would.
propose, -therefore, that all duly. qualified and properly registered
medical men, who shall produce satisfactory evidence of having acted
as medical superintendent (of any asylum containing more than two
hundred patients) for the space of five years, shall, on applying to
the Secretary of the Medico-Psychological Association, be entitled to
receive the certificate of the Association.

Trusting that the English medical superintendents will consider
this matter, and not forget the position of their colonial brethren, I
am, your obedient servant,

H. E. HAcoN, L.R. C.P.Lond., etc.
Medical Superintendent, Hospital for the Insane.

Sunnyside, Christchurch% N. Z.

NAVAL AND MILITARY MEDICAL SERVICES.
THE NAVY.

THE undermentioned appointments -have b'een made at the Admiralty during thepast' we,ek: J. A. MADAM, Surgeon, to the Penguin; Thomas M. SIBBALD, Sur-
geon, to the Dutne of Wellington; Robert F. BOwIE, Surgeon, to the Superb; J.PICKTHOHN, J. H. DAWE, and E. APTHrORP, Surgeons, to the Duke of Wellilngton,additional, for disposal; M. A. LYDEN, to be Surgeon and Agent at Roundstone ;R. F. Bowis;, Surgeon, to the Victor BmEamntel, additional, for disposal; V. G.THORPE, Strgeon, to the Paluma.

MEDICAL STAFF.
DEPUTY SURGEON-GENERAL HOYSTED, recently promoted, has been directed to return froin Bengal to England.
Surgeon-Major J. R. RAHiLLT and M. D. O'CONNELL, M.D., serving in theBengal command, have been permitted to exchange places on the Indian roster ofserv ice.
Surgeons F. J. LAMBK;N and R. F. ADAMS, M.B., also serving in Bengal, are like-wise allowed to change places on the Indian roster.
Brigade Surgeon J. JAM-ESON, M.D., serving in Madras, is appointed to officiatein the Administrative Medical Staff of the Army,*with the honorary rank ofDeputy Surgeon-General. vice Depuity Surgeon-General T. Tarrant, M.D., on fur,lough. __ __

THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
Surgeon-Major D. WILKIE, M.B., Bengal Establishment, is apDpointed to officiateas Statistical Officer to the Government of India, in the Sanitary and MedicalDepartnments, during the absence on deputation of Stirgeon-Major A. Stephen,M.B.
Surgeon S. C. NANDI, M.B., Bengal' Establishment, is appointed to the officiat-ing medical charge of 40th Native Infantry, vice Surgeon F. D. C. Hawkins.Surgeon D. PRAIN, Bengal Establishment, is appointed to the officiating medicalcharge of the 42nd Assam Light Infantry, vice Surgeon D. F. Barry, appointedGarrison Surgeon at Fort William.
Brigade-Surgeon W. H. MORGAN, Madras Establishment, has. retired from theservice, on a pension of £790 per annum ; he dates as Assistant-Surgeon fromAugust 4th, 1855. Mr. Morgan served during the Indian Mutiny, in 1858-59, aiudWas at the affairs at'Niamutpore, Temipla, Nimree, and Bhurry Fort in the-EteW8tDistrict; he was also engaged inthe operations -in Shahabad, from December, 1858,to the Lollowinrg March, and,in Bundelcund,in November, 1859 (medal).Surgeon-kajor H. E. BUSTEED, M.D., Madras Establishment, has also retired ona similar pension, he having commeniced his Aervice on'the same day as Mr. Mor-gan. Dr. Busteed likewise served during the Indian Mutiny, and( was present atthe relief of Lucknow and Cawupore, and in the operations against the mutineersof the Gwalior Contingent.
The services, of Surgeon-Major T. C. H. SPENCER and Surgeon J. SMYTH, M.D.,both ofthe Madrau Establishment, are placed at the disposal of the Public De-pkrtmneut.
Surgeon K. C. SANJANA, Madras Establishment, is appointed to the ofciatingmedical charge of the 12th Native Inmfititry.
Surgeon J. S. WILmiNs, Bombay Establishment, in medical tharge of the 8thNative Infantry, is ordered to proceed on service to Burmah.Surgeon M. B. BRAGANZA, of the Botbay Establishment, is alsa ordered toBurmah on service.
Surgeon-General B. SiMPsoN, M.D., of the Madras Establishment, has, beenawarded a good-service pension.

The under-mentioned gentlemen have been granted leave of absence for the
periods specified: Surgeon-Major T. J. MONTEATHY, M.D., Bengal Establishment,
for six months on medical certificate; Surgeon-Major A. B. SEAMAN, Bengal Estab-
lishment, for twelve months on medical certiticate.

Surgeon M. W. TAYLOR, of the 1st Cumnberland Volunteers, and G. E. NORTON,
of the 4th Middlesex (West Lonidon) Voluniteers, are granted the honorary rank of
Surgeon-Major.
Acting-SurgeonC. W. DOYLE, M.B., of the lstVolunteer Battalion of the Norfolk

Regiment, has resigned his appointiiment, which dates from October 13th, 1883.

MEDICO-PARLIAMENTARY,
HOUSE OF COMAIONS.-Thursday, June 24th, 1886.

MEDICAL ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
[SYECIAL REPORT TO THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.]

ON the motion of Sir LYON PLAYFAIR, the amendments made by the
House of Lords were considered.

Sir LYON PLAYFAIR moved that they be agreed to.
Dr, TANNER: I cannot help calling the attention of the House to

the fact that when this Bill was under discussion here, we took a,
division on the point whether the two Universities of Aberdeen and St.
Andrew's should be treated collectively and have one member, or
whether each of these universities should individually have a mem-
ber; and the House came to the conclusion that they should
have one member collectively. I must ask this House, therefore, to
disagree with the amendment made by the House of Lords, giving
each of these Universities a member on the Medical Council. I ppose
the amendment on three grounds: first, because it gives an increase
in the number of the representatives ofand anundue influence to corpo-
rations. One of the main objects in framing and introducing this
Bill was to as far as possible destroy the power of corporations, be.
cause it was practically antagonistic to everything that benefited
medical education and everything that springs therefrom, ahd also-be-
cause it was not to the benefit of the public. My second ground for
opposing.the amendment is, that I object on principle to the dis-
proportionate representation on the council of any country. When
we look to the representatives on the Medical Council, what do we
see? In England you have had six persons nominated from time to
time by Her Majesty with the advice of the Privy Council, and four
of them are nominated for England, and one each for Scotland and
Irnland. Passing to the corporations, we find that England has now
eight members under this Bill, for the tJniversity of Durham and
Victoria University have one representative each, instead of, as was
originally proposed, one collectively. When this matter was under
discussion- in this House, we found that a number of gentlemen who
were interested by many reasons in, and more or less connecte,d with,
these Universities and with their localities, carried the amendment,
giving each a representative; and when they had carried that these
Universities should be treated separately, they left the House, and in
consequence of their- absence, the House was able to prevent the Uni--
versities of Aberdeen and St Andrew's from getting separate repre-
sentation. To these two objections I will-add the third, and that; is,
that I oppose this amendment because I have this night seen an emas-
culation of bills coming from the House of Lords.

Mr. CAMPBELL (Universities of Glasgow and Aberdeen): I must say
tha-t I entirely differ from the hon. member who has just spoken. I
am of opinion that the House gave a right vote on May 31st, when it
treated Durham and Victoria Universities to a separate representative
each on the Medical Council; and that, unfortunately, when the
House was much smaller, it made a mistake in not carrying out the
principles which it had previously affirmed, and in refusing to do the
same justice to the Universities of Aberdeen and St. Andrew's, as
they did in the other case, especially when the cases of the Scotch
Universities were much stronger. This mistake has been corrected in
the other House, and I hope their lordships' amendment will be agreed
to on the present occasion. It is needless to go again into the details
as -to the plaims of the University of Aberdeen, which has one of the
most efficient medical schools in the country, annd a much larger
number of medical students than the Victoria and Durham Univer.
sities put together, It would, therefore, be unfair that it should not-be
granted the privilege of having a separate Tepresentative on the Medi-
cal Council. The proposal that was affirmed by the vote of ihis
House was, that Aberdeen and St. Andrew's Universities should ol-
lectively send a member to the Medical Council, but it should be re-
membered that these bodies havq- not the same kind of medical instti
tuticn. Alrerdeen has a medical school. The University of St An.
drew's-a most efficient university in other respects-has not a medical
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school, but is only an examining body. It has a large number of
m;edical graduates, and, therefore, may be considered to be a fit object
to have a member on the Medical Council, but there is no reason for
linking it to the medical school at Aberdeen, and giving them only
joint representation. It has been said that at present, under 'the
Medical Acts, the Universities are linked together in sending repre-
sentatives to the Medical Council. That is the case. The Univer-
sities of St. Andrew's and Glasgow are linked together for the purpose,
but that practice does not worxk satisfactorily. It is found to be ex-
ceedingly objectionable that a large school, such as the University of
Glasgow, should not have the power to appoint a member of the
Council, without reference to the University of St. Andrew's, which is
on api entirely different footing with regard to medical education. The
objection was raised upon the previous occasion, that what has now
been done by the Lords' amendment would increase too much the
representation of Universities on the Medical Council; but I beg to
state that the University of St. Andrew's may be regarded as more
representing medical corporations than universities, so that what
the Lords have done keeps the proportion just as it is at present.

Sir Lyon PLAYFAIIR: I symnpathise very much with the, remarks of
the hon. member for county Cork (Dr. Tanner), because I think that
the balance in the Bill, as I originally introduced it, was much the
best. But the House, in its wisdom, detached Victorie University
from Durham University, and it logically followed, as these UJniver-
sities of St. Andrew's and Aberdeen were the only ones joined in the
whole country, that it was necessary to separate them ; and I sup-
ported that course. I am very sorry that there is one university less
in Ireland. There are only three, and it happens that Scotiand has
four. The Government think we are obliged to agree to the Lords'
amendment.
Mr. SEXTON (Sligo): I have a certain interest in this question, but

it appears to me to be pre-eminently a Scotch question; and, in that
case, I would appeal to my hon. friend not to press his objection.

All the Lords' amendments to the Bill were then agreed to.

MEDICO-LEGAL AND MEDICO-ETHICAL.
A BELGIAN COURT ON A MEDICAL CLAIM.

AN Antwerp Court of Justice, having to decide on a medical man's
claim for attendance on a merchant, *hose offer of 1,000 francs had
been refused, made, according to Le' Scalpel, some interesting
declarations as to the state of the law in Belgium. Though the penal
code forbids any revelation of the nature of a patient's disease in
order to justify the medical man's claim for fees, the Court declared
that a medical commission was incompetent to decide on the amount
of attendance given, as well as on the pecuniary position of the
patient; as to which latter question, the declaration of the defendant
should usually be accepted. The judgment also pointed out that, if
the Court were to ask advice from a committee of medical men, the
defendant would have cause to complain that, amongst all the experts,
none could be expected to represent him and his interests; and that,
therefore, such a committee would not have the appearance of impar-
tiality. Again, the tariff agreed to by the Antwerp medical practi-
tioners of 1874 having been pleaded by the plaintiff, the, Court re-
marked that it had never been accepted by the public, nor made use
of by the majority of the practitioners themselves, and that most of
these " understood that the dignity of the profession is not to be raised
by arbitrary classifications and interested requirements ;" besides
which, this tariff was agreed to in 1874, a time of great prosperity;
and it must not, therefore, be considered as applicable to the present
time, when every kind of business is, and has' been for a considerable
Zrod, in a seriously depressed condition. The judgment concludes

or ering the defendant to pay 1,000 francs, with interest, and the
plaintif's expenses.

INDIA AND THE COLONIES,
INDIA.

THE BOMBAY HOSPITALS. -In Surgeon-General Moore's Administra-
tion Report for 1885, we find some interesting matter concerning hos-
pitals. In the Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy Hospital the obstetric hospital is im-
proved, but it is "not what it should be." Dr. Mfoore is hopefully
looking forward to the commencemelnt of the new one. to which r.
Harkisondas Narotumdas has liberally contributed a lakh of rupees.

He points out that there is a good opportunity for beneficial expencdi-
ture in a new ophthalmic hospital. "!Too great credit," says Dr.
Moore, " cannot be given to Surgeon.Major Arnott for hia conduct of
the obstetric institution 'in which various capital operations required
for severe female complaints have been recently successfully lper-
formed. The ophthalmic surgeon, Surgeon-Major Maconachie, has
attained a skill in his special department, which usually causes his
wards to be full of patients." The Goculdas Hospital was found to
be in excellent order, and, continues the Surgeon-General, " no praise
of npine can add to the reputation Brigade-Suigeon Carter has
achieved for himself, both as a,l seentific worker aild as the adnsiiuis-
trator of a hospital." But a second surgeon is required. The position
alone is sufficient to condemn the European General Hospital, for, we
read, "on the one -side is Mody Bay, the night-soil depOt, and loca-
lities from which the nuisances arise ; and on the other are the rail-
way premises, from which the noise of train-shunting goes on most
of the night. The female wards are the worst part of this hospital,
and the place below, where the probationer nurses have rooms, is unfit
for the habitation -of European ladies. The old woodwork of the
barracks also swarms with bugs. A new European Hospital, worthy
of Bombay, is certainly a desidetatum, and I would deprecate further
expenditure of money on these old buildings, for they can never be
made into the requ,irements of a modern hospital. As regards, the
conduct of the work, I cornsider it in excellent hands while, presided
over by Surgeon-NMajor Hojel." The subject of a new slte was con-
sidered thQ other day by a special oommittee, of whom Dr. Mooore was
one. A new site was recommended to the notice of Government
though, of course, the nature of the recommendation has not been
allowed to transpire. The soonerI the change is effected the better,
and after this strongly worded report there can be no reason for
delay.

HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY MANAGEMENT.
NOTTINGHAM COUNTY LUNATIC ASYLUM.

THE Visiting Comrmissioners in Lunacv, while reporting favourably
of the condition of this asylum, express the hope that the question
of its removal to a more suitable situation may soon be taken into
serious consideration. They remark that "the committee are pro-
bably, and not unnaturally, averse roi-Adoing Miuth to improve the
asylum, the removal of which to a nire .eountry site would seem to
be inevitable. Every year, it is more iand more surrounded. by build-
ings, and becomes more and more unsuitable, by its position, for its
purpose." This institution dates from 1810, when it was erected as
the " General Lunatic Asylum."
In 1884, there were 82 patients admitted; the recoveries were 38,

half of whom were discharged withili §ix months of admission. The
recovery-rate was 46.34 per cent. of the admissions The death-rate
was high, namely,' 12.67 per cent. of the daily average number resi-
dent. Of the 45 deaths, 16 occurred within six months of admission,
showing that their, previouis state of health nmust probably have been
bad; 12 deaths were due to general paralysis, namely, 7 males and
5 females. The number of post mortem exraminations made-in 1884 is
not stated.
"A determined attempt at suicide was made in March, by a

patient who was well known to be suicidal. She cut her throat
deeply, severing the windpipe, with a sharp carving-knife which she
had concealed and taken to bed with her. The nurse, by whose
wilful disobedience of rules and gross neglect of duties this attempt
was permitted, was summarily dismissed. The patient made a
good though tedious-rqcovery from the effects of her wound. " Another
nurse was dismissed for harsh treatment of patients committed to her
care.,

S'eclusion was occasionally resorted to; alsa restraint, for surgical
reasons. Out of the total of over 350 patients, only about 10 of each
sex go beyond the asylum-grounds. This is, no doubt, partly due to
the inconvenient situation of the asyltim. May it not also result, in
part, from the nursing staff being inadeeqate ? The proportion of male
attendants is only 1 to 16 patients ;. of nuTses' 1. to 14. Additional pro-
vision has been made for escape in case of fire. We hope the super-
intendent will be able, in future reports, to used the revised statijtical
tables; also to fill up the gaps in Table III, The percntaget of
deaths, on average nunmbers resident durinig the twenty-nine years
frot 1855 to 1884, was 12.7, which is certainly very htigh. IIn only
seven out of the twenty-nine years was the death xate less tha
11 per cent. No doubt, this heavy' mortalitv may be partly attri-
buted to the large number of cases of general paralysis received in the


